Lot the syt the mater Line, T s cay, the bor of the BENTIGION s struck
s Lmpaled on our bow for several hours, wtil the ship
o s 3 ek s e Eros T s

e

Gl e Bcutin Otticer, comunter 1. 3. rn, me the rack of
“vas datached aeving on tha Theo 1ok oF o Jourmy
5 breethen by, Commanden 3. B m.m, Tormar Kix OFficer bootms ihe hip's
now Bavcutive OFFicer, and bommanior ALr Orticer,
On 5 Juns we had an experiance the semory of which will long live with uw. A tussle
with & Mo had run away fras the stom for the 24 hours, but whth
no avadl, rtock us at daybreak, and the cestar of the s
1n our vicinity at betreen LTt e on the snd of the
world, “The wine Lerrifio, at tines resching 90 knote, wilch vas 8 high
= o, The vaves were . Litarally resc

40 0 50 fast. in halght from trough to crest. It s slost a blackout; we cold
100 only a ow hundred yarda. ‘sometizes it falt
a5 though the ship was Lesring apart. Storm raged, then
aubeide, o sea and the shi e had & chance
to investigate, we found that approxinately 35 faet. of our. dock had buckied
and hung over the bow 1ike of our catapults ve:

jod. Deapite the damage, boys, ve
were abls to launch planes from our flight. next day. Wo ey started
fouth ¢ Layta howrer, arriving iners on 1 Jme, and sochored off Tcloban 10
Layte Gulf. Fork immediately camenced on our collapeed flight dock, and other
stom danage.

o S Jata, e ofticers snd men of K Orowp 62 vrs dnached for rourn
wuu!nu- s well-surned rent. one o swell Job, During their 4
e Groip s Jom st m ;., e, Gonroyed appreciastery
oy Aegey Ll
0n 30 June, Captain Sykes was detached from the ship o take up his new duties
55 2o el Gdoance Sant Satln o Tyckarn, Casltomin "k Capal 5. 1.
Braun, our new skipper, took over comand of the SEANIIG

02,1952 v ot ndareay sguin, Lesving Sar Peiro Say scly iz she sorming, neving
board with us our new ALr Grou One, Ne steused in company with the 058 HANCOCK,
and our U5 BELLEAY 00D, and.

oxman
airfields wnd Mp planes in the air and on the ground — Anywhere me
thea

July 10 fowd ua operating in an ares 320 stion sosnuust of 2o
sastem Uy of Hanahi, BENIWTON sluces wvo damaged or
stroyed 5 the airfields viaited, Bogeys were reported during the
mmmuumm.mzmmtnrmm-mb "o next day we retired
£rom the ares and headsd tovard the fualing rendesvous, In the late Artamoon
- Holdcatdo and prepared o Launch offanaives there.

our planest bomba. On the 18th, our planes Joined in
s big offeckive agaiiat Jap shipe at the ‘oaval Sase. “acng Jap heary
The battleshlp NADKT), wuich s Laft in flanes, and several

dastroyere. During these attacks, the eneay Ak fire s intense and scourste.

On the 24 and 25t of uly e ware spprxiastaly 100 atles south of the ssstem tip
OF Honas Aght, onauctine 3rike Soninet airFieLts; Tostories, Feilrosd Tirds



