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Now that the [ighting part of the war appears to be over, I'm able to tell you,

in pretty much detail, the part the BENNINGTON played in combat operaticns against
Japan, As & matter of fact, if the local newspaper cares to print some of what I
write, the Navy has no objectlon, and I for one would be glad to ace tho BENNIRGTON
get nome recognition for Lts accomplishments in the war, (0f courss, if you do
give this letter to the newspaper, 1t muat bo identified as not officielly released

by the Navy Department.)

You know, of course, that our ship, an Essex Class carrior, celebrated her first
birthday on & August 1945, We arrived, you'll remember, in the Western Pacifio
cozbat area in February, and received our first baptlsm in combat during the first
carrler raids on Tolyo. From that time we have operated ss part of Admiral Marc
Mitscher's Task Force 58, and Adedral Willlsm Halsey's Task Force 38, with our
planes covering the invasions of Iwo Jima and Oicinawa, We have been roaming the
East China Ses mnd the coasts of the Japanese Empire froa Kyushu to Hokkaido sink-
ing coastal shipping and convoys, hitting the enemy fleot and destroying enemy

s in the air and on the ground. And now the "Busy B," with the recent cessation
of hostilities, is standing by to-play her part In the peace.

Because I know you'll be interested, and because the "11d" l1s partly off, I'm go-
ing to list in a kind of fashion, & history of the BENNINGTON'S activ-
{ties since we left Ulithi Atoll (in the Caralines) in early February, Later on,
the ship is going to distribute to all personnel a sort of souvenir pamphlet which
will inelude a renl histery,of the ship with lots of dotails I won't cever in this
1ittle sumaary, When you read this letter, you'll want to get out mapa, and follow
our ship in her travels, You'll have to visualisze teo, the drama and esotional
conflicts and stirrings behind onch of the items I mention. Belleve me, I'11 never
forget any of those dayn, when tense with excitement, and at my battle station, we

wore really in there fighting!
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10 February 19

s left Ulithi, a part of one of five fast carrler task groupa, With
us were the other carriera HORNET, WASP, and BELLEAU WOOD; and the
battleships MASSACHUSETTS and INDIANA, and several crulsers and deatroyera,

16 February 1ﬂE
Our ship launched ils planes as part of the first carrier "strikes"
against Tokyo, We were then in a position approximately 100 to 150
milea from Tokyo,
17 February 1945
Tokyo strikes continued,
18 February 1!
B N planes raided Chichl Jima,
Fob 19J,
Our aireraft furnished close air support for the Iwo Jina Invasion,

25 February 1945
struck again at Tokyo alrfields,

1 March 131:2
sgainat airfields and installations on Oiinawa, Ie Shima, and

S againsi snipping ot Miyake,
Mareh 1
Anchored at Ulithi Atoll, Recreatio ' 5
3 : reation parties at Mog Mog Island
Strikes against airfields and ground installations on Kyushu,

19 March lﬁg
ed Kyushu strikes, attaciing shipping and units of the Ja
flest in the vicinity of Kure Naval Base, :
20-21 March 1945 :
We returned from wateras off Kyushu and were under nent enemy air
attack and "Kamikawe" suicide divers, e i

23=31 March 1945
> “thcmm Eld.nm: and surrounding islands, in preparation
r the on, Wah sink a Ju in th t
China Sea on 2/, March, e canis =

%H furnished elose adr support for the landing on Olcinawa,
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