
fjfre SinIWuj of, fjfre 9J~fUp ~
(!JiMt SWfre .Mtuk 9Jff V9J-82 9JetIJlingUm :Jiloh )

!It Wa6 tfre ~t watMfUp etteJt6uift. SO-IUai)6WeWa6 it6 di6p~ tIiat it ~ dwa4ed

tfre anwacan aiwtaft ~ tIiat would launcIi tfre p~, wfUdi would lhdng it6 clemi6e on, 7
(lpa 1945. fJfre 9Jatt&,fUp ~ Wa6 tfre p1tide oJ tfre Japatte6e !ImpeJtial.Nat!lJ and Wa6

in1ended to-&e a 6ym&d oJ Japan'6 6UP'W1UlClftrot o.ttftJon, tfre 6ea, 6ut atJO- (Welttfre 'taCe6 oJ

manIWul. !It Wa6 ItfMt appwp'tiak tIiat tfre 6fUp 6fuudd kwt tfre 6acted and ~ na.me oJ tfre

p1UWim:e.ftmn wfUdi tfre ancient Japatte6e 'taCe 0Jdginated.

at aDout ()83() ~ on, 7 (lpa 1945, Unikd Stak6 figJt.Wt p~ wvt.e faundied to-pinp6int tfre

location oJ tfre Japatte6e ta6&~. 9Jlj 1()()()~, tfre ~'6 1f.adwtpidW- up tfre US p~

and a 6tate oJ 6.att£e ~6 Wa6 co.mmanded. WitfUn 6w.e.n ~ all ~, ftatcfze6 and

~ wvt.e cfMed, and 6.att£e 6tatimw wvt.e fu£ltJ ttUUUted.fJfre 6upelt 6.attle6fUp Wa6 ~
fcvt tfre C6I:Iling/waJ.

:J~ P«un tfre CWtJtieJt,!JW.JUtetto-cempme tfre fP«JUP tIiat would mafie (iMt contad witIi tfre

Japatte6e ta6& ~ je.ined tfre 6Wfre ~ P«un 9JetIJlingUm. 9JetIJlingUm'6 V9J-82 had 4

J!ieuknant €om.tnatuWt, !l6uJft Wcuul Wa6 f£tJing at 2,s()() feet in freat!lJ ch.ud6 on, tfre 6eatdng to­

i.ltWtcept tfre 6fUp6. U1tfuuu;ft tfre 1f.adwtindicated tfreg-uwre WJUjcfMe, tfre piloh uwre 6twd£ed

wIien tfreg-~ tfreg-uwre dbtedlt; a&ve tfre Japatte6e ta6& ~ and witIiin ea6ff ~ oJ

anti-aiwtaft fVte.J!ieuknant ~ Wcuul ~ pulled fli6 $lelldwelt up intO-tfre

ch.ud6 and made a 6fuvtp f4t twtn. Wcuul'6 wing.tnan Wa6 unaDfe to-6tag- witIi tfre ~,

feauing J!ieuknant ( jg) !J'taltd6 fR. !JeItIU}and J!ieuknant ( jg) Edwwtd a. SieikJt, to-fo£low- Wcuul

intO-tfre (iMt 6Wfre on, tfre ~.

fJfre clioe6 Degan at 3,()()() feet dbtedlt; (Welttfre ~, 6eatdng P«un 6Wtn to-&.at. 9Je.mD.6UJe!te

~ed at an afJitude oJ ie66 tfum 8()() feet. fJfre clioe6 uwre made a6 cfMe to-a 9()-~ angk

a6 p0-66iD&to-au.o.idtfre 75~ nuurinuun angk oJ tfre anti-aiwtaft lJUIW. &u.:ftoJ tfre tPvtee

p~ ~ed eigftt {We-itu:ft~; ~-wtnWJt pWtclng &un& and ~t6 oJ 2()mm madiitre

gun fVte. £to (jg) !JeItIU}~ tIiat, "at tfli6 di6tance a miM Wa6 Unp0-66iD&". fJfre {iMt ~

&un& cbw.pped 4£to €om.tnatuWt, WcuullUt on, tfre 6twtD.o.wtd6ide oJ tfre weatfwt decIi, fuw.c&ing

out 6elJeJtaf,oJ tfre 25mm madiitre lJUIW and tfre ¥-angk gun Uwtet and 'tipping a fw.£e in tfre

f£tJing decIi. S~ faWt, canre tfre ~ &un& P«un £to ( jg) !JeItIU},de6t1uuJinf16~ 6atWtlJ



fbre amittoL "tatUm "'" tfrey, 6&w tfvteagft tfte tbJing dec& and "taJttlnff a fbre, wIiicft UJ.aj tt.WeIt­

~fted. g/W fbre continued ~ "p1tead and u 6elieoed ~ fuwe ctlU6ed tfte ea:pftMion CJ.j, tfte

maitt ammunitioJt ~ "'" tfte 'IJamato. cap"lzed, "0Jne tu.ur- fIuJuM iaWt. !Jtot Olt tfte fjWtlJ/" tail.

UJ.aj 1!t. (iff) Sie&t, ~ tu.ur- 6.em6.{lUt., jMwaJtd CJ.j, tfte uland, 'tipping IfU!.Jte, fut1e6 in tfte

~ in tfte ukittitiJ CJ.j, tfte nutnDett tfvtee maitt f}Ult twPtd. WitPtin tnfn.utej CJ.j, tfte JleftdilJ~ '

6om6ing, tfte 'IJamato. "uf/e1ted tfvtee Uvipedo- {lUt., ~ fWt. pOJd "ide and 6.egmt fi6ting.

(JtJeJttfte next tu.ur- fIuJuM, tu.ur- IfU!.Jte, ai:tacIl6 would De laundied, po.unding tfte 'IJamato. witIi

Uvipedo.e., and~. Sfuvd4J. afWt, 14lJlJ fIuJuM, tfte comnuuulin.g ~ ~ tfte W6Jtd ~ p1tepaJte.

~ a6ando.n "flip. a., tfte "flip fi6ted 6eyMul a 9lJ-cktptee aIUJle.and 6.egmt "inJUng;, a fJifJantic

ea:pftMion CJ.j, tfte "Wat ammunitioJt ~ t6Jtetfte "flip apwd. gfie, ~ t:nU:jfvuuun CJ.j, fbre and

"nw.&e ea:pf.e.ded afmo.6t fo.wi ~ ~ tfte abt and tfte fbre UJ.aj "eeIt 6y,"etWtie6 125 ~ altJ.al} Olt

5UlgMfUma 5"land. (Jn4f 28lJ CJ.j, tfte 'IJamato.'" 2,778-tnalt CJt4W UWte fte6cued fIwm tfte "inJUng;

"flip. gfie, end fwd come f.o4 tfte 'IJamato., ~Wo~ tfte co.t1linff end of.tfte 5mpeJtia£ J.ap~e

.Militwaj.

gfJ-gfie,~ (Jtllbt~ 82,

"5 fwpe tfli6 will, in "malt way., freep tfte tnef1UlJtie6CJ.j, V91-82 afWe, ~".



Yamato Epilog

According to the WWII cruise book, USS Bennington CV-20, there were 27 planes launched from the Bennington
for the Yamato mission. The following are the known pilots that took off from the Benny beginning at 1017 that
mormng.

Photo of Yamato

by Lt. (jg) Samuel Sturgis

VB-82

Lt. Comdr. Hugh Wood Jr.
Lt. Gg) Francis "R" Ferry
Lt. Gg) Edward A. Sieber
Ens. Jack Fuller (declared MIA after attack)
Lt. Gg) Richard L. Corey
Lt. Jack A. Derby
Lt. Gg) William E. Murphy
Lt. Gg) RE. Schumacher
Lt. Gg) William R Kuhn
Lt. Gg) Robert B. Cahill
Lt. Harry R. McRae

VF-82
Lt. Comdr. Edward W. Hessell

Lt. Gg) Gerald M. Huffinan
Lt. Gg) Samuel P. Sturgis
Lt. Gg) Clarence E. Davies
Lt. Gg) Melvin R Carter

AG-82 Commander George L. Heap- Commander Heap was to command the attack on the Yamato, when he had
to return to ship because his plane developed fuel system problems, command of the mission was transferred to
Commander Edmund G. Konrad of the Hornet. Lt. Commander Edward E. DeGarmo took over command of the

Bennington's planes.

VMF-112

2nd Lt. Kenneth Huntington

VT-82
Lt. Comdr. Edward E. DeGarmo
Lt. Norman A. Wiese

Lt. Gg) Donald B. Barber
Lt. Charles R Walton
Lt. Jesse W. Naul

Lt. Gg) John E. Gilreath
Lt. Gg) Robert L. Mini
Lt. Wilfred O. McDowell

Lt. Gg) John D. Walker

VF-82 photo pilots- standing l-r:
Bud Gear; Paul Spradling; Ashby Harper
(held the world's record for senior men's 1
mile freestyle); Pinkey McDonell; John
Chandler; and Mark "Bong" Davies. Sam
Sturgis is bent over with camera on his, ,


