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Distinguiahed guests ofticers nd me of the SEVEH 7
s is ny last sppearance before you as Comnander Fleet. 1t 18 an occss-
100 whdoh T shall a1%avs: romember, in the accon-
plishnents of you officers and men ite under-
Standaoly, 1 gee = o ;o e e i e i T T oat e
assoctation with yor

The SE Flest hes o distinguished history of service in the defense of the
nation and of the free world, During World War IT it plaved & major role in the con-
flicts of athwentorn Pieifls Tovtine o taa Liberation OF the PhEL ppincs sad
the tinal victory in the Pactic, s the Korean Wer 1t doninated the seaward
flank ing the st forces with planes, guns, and amphibious troops as well
as insuring a continuous flow of s and persomnel in t of the Ay, Alr
Forc e forces ashore, After the cessation of hostilities in Kores the
‘SEVENTH F essage to Freedow’ for thousands of 1iberty loving people

of Vietnam it 3 evicuated the threatened Nationalist Chinese fron the
Tachen Zalands 1% stands nov on Suard sgainst sy svemcuslity In a veet and vite]

““he SEVENIH pleet today 1s 2 BT IOMO N wcssioms sd vhe savel orion
of the past in the Western P persomnel, its ships, its airc n-
i o A ety et a-Ehs Breetdesboot:AhasR oot E¥ebes 1o
conduct. any type of gperations, miltary or diplomatic, throughout the vist expmnse

Sen and shiohepuld ho exjgpded pp . tine that ntioed paisey wight ek euch ez
tenston nso
' SEVENTH Fleet 15 the largest single integrated naval force todw. It fs
-mzmmu well balanced force consisting of aircraft carriers, cruisers, destroy-
‘Subaarines, minecratt, Maphibious oratt, tankers, supbly skips, and other aui-
Aithough in peacetise 1t uses & intted humber of shors bases prinarily
a%es of sconowy M 0 GxoediterStaaing; this Fleet a & coupleta)
bile £1 s great ses-keeping capabilities and its fectiveness 1s not
P gy i o e Sy el et
politics.
Todey i addition to major floet sxercises the SEVENIH Fleet i3 engased in nany
famn both of e

threat of aggre: it;
“ratning operations with our friends, the Netionalist Chinese, the South Koreans, the
dapansse, and the Filipizos, Ths Fleet hes engaged i bilstoral v eperacions’ vith
the armed torces of Thaland, It bas bad suce TO operstions at sea with our

ul
iland, Australis, New Zealand, and Pak-

and have improved our capabilities to employ our combined military and naval strength
in sntisubnarine warfare, in surface action, and in the air defense in the waters of

tous countries i
o o oree, sad Netionalist i

50 anong our netghbors
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