March Jgl7, 1958 .

U.S.S,

BENNINGTON (CVA-20}

. Page 5

i |IIIIIlIIIl|IIIIl]|

N
¥ lllll'“

i i
H“ \‘lh||1n!!!|;2||i1|||||||||||

MH

Marine Attack Squadron
211 (VMA 211 ) was one of
" the first units to make
contact with enemy forces'
in the war with Japan.

ne forward echelon of VMY
211 (as it was designated
at that time)departed from
the Hawaiian Istands for,
Wake Island aboard the
USS Enterprise; arriving
there on December L, 19)1.,!
The detachment ~comsisted
88 twelve FUF "Wildcats"
and twelve pilots.
Japs Attack Wake,

At noon on December 8,-a
formation of 2l Japanese
bombers attacked Wake Is=
land., Although the gar-

rison knew of.the enemy

attack upon Pearl Harbor
the previous day, there
were no air warning de-
vices on the island and
the enemy bombers caught
eight of the available
FL4F's on the ground and
destroyed seven of them.

Two days later Wake Is-
land was approached by a
Japanese landing force con-
sisting of twelve warships
and two troop transportse
The four flyable Wildcats
were busy all day attacking
the warships. & crusier was
sunk---thus the aerial de
fenders of Wake were the
first to sink a Japanese
warship.
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