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Died 26 May 1934

NAME RESIDENCE CAUSE OF DEATH

LOUCKS, Earcld I. . =

40. That the following naned U.S. Wavy and U.S. Marine Corps persche
nel attached to U.5.5. BINNINGTON, all of whom were then in a duty
status, suffered injuries requiring hospitalizaticn, for variouS‘Ae—
terninate and indeterninate periods, all of whonm are or were hospita-
lized at Newport Naval Hospital, Rhode Island, or NAS Infimary, Quonset
Point, Rhode Island, as a result of said explosions occurring in said
ship, the nature and extent of their injuries being set opposite their
respéctive nanes :
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41. That the following named members of the U.S. Havy Reserve, attached to U.S

BENWINGTON, 21l of whom were then on oxtended active duty and were then in a
duty status, suffered injuries requiring hospitalization, for various deter-
minate and indotorminate periods, all of whom aré or were hospitalized at
Newport Naval Hospital, Rhode Island,lor’NAS Infirmﬁry, Quonset Point, Rhode
Island as a result of said explosions occurring in said ship, Ehe nature and
extent of their injuries being set opposite their respective names:

NAME SERVICE HOQ. NATURE AYD EXTENT OF INJURIES

()

42, That the following named U. S. Navy porsonnel sttached to U.S.8.
BENNINGTON, all of whom were then in a duty status, suffered injurics
requiring treatment, all of whom wore troated at ﬁ,S.S. BENNIHGTON Sick
Bay, as o result of said sxpleosion occurring in said ship, and wero
roturned to duty on 26 May 1954, the naturc ond extont of theoir injuries

being sot oppesite their respsctive namss:
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43, That the fellowing named U;S. ¥aval Reserve persdnnel attached:to
U.5.5, BENNINGTON, 21l of whom werc then on extended active duty and
were then in a duty status, suffered injuries requiring troatment, all
of whon were treated At U.5.5. BRENINGTON Sick Bay, as a result of said
explosions and fire occurring in said ship, and were refurnod to duty
on 26‘May 1954, the nature and extent of their injuries being set oppo-.
site their respective nanes:

TAME SIRVICE WO. NATURD & FXTINT OF INJURY

44, That no person other than those mentioned in the foregoing paro~

graphs were killed or injured as a result of said explosion,




45. That there remained after the accidert only one ship's company doctor and

one air group doctor aboard.

46, That helicopters were used extensively in transfer of casualties ashore.

47, That passageways werc blocked by damaged metal Joiner bulkheads, venti-

lation and furniture con the second deck,

-

48. That, Lieutenant Ble stated ne heard a yell from the vicinity of the
port catapult room.priar to the first explosion, as follows: !"This thing is

going to blow. Let's get out of here,“

49, That witnesses reported variously hearing a clank or bang "like a hammer
thrown against 2 bulkhezd....” followed by a hissing noise "like the sound of

high pressure air escaping....

50, Thit, on or about the exrly evening of the day of the casuclty, 2 Marine
guard was placed near the only access to the port catapult mechinery cnd pump

rooms to prevent unauthorized entry into thesa spaces.

51, That a fire oceurred in the forward starboard part of the port eatapult
room 25 evidenced by shallow paint blisters, burned paper, charred rags, stc.,

ovar which was a heavy deposit of soot.

52. That the port catapult engine was an HE Catzpult, No. 365, manufactured

by the McKicrmun-Terry Co, of Harrison, N.d,
53. That, since installation, the port catapult was fired about 2,4k6 shots.,

54. That the hydraulic oil in the catapults was replaced by new oil in March

1954 and anti-focming agent had been added%ﬂ

" in the vicinity of the port catapult compartment.



