TX.

~ FPINDIKG OF FACTS - 8

1. That on the early morning of 26 May 1954, the U.S5.5. BEERNIFNGTON was about
80 miles S.3.E. of Brenton Reef Lightship enroute from Norfolk to Horragansett

Bay operating area and was engaged in normal flight training operations.

2, That the ship was under the operationsl and administfative control of

Commander Air Forecs, U.S. Atlantic Filest.

%, That Capbain . USH, » wes the Commanding Officer

and was on the bridge.

4, Thot Lieutenant (junior grade) , , USER, was the

Officer of the Deck and had the conn.
5. That, at about 0600, jet aireraft launchings commenced .

€. That the first plane on the starboard catapult was a dud, and no launches

were made on this catapult.

7. That 13 jet aircraft were launched in about as many minutes on the port

catapult.

8. That at 0615 the ship's position was latitude_8od 10.5¢ Ne, Longitude 70°

39,3'W., course 330° (T) and spéed 28 knots.

9. That, shortly after the 13th launch on the port catapult, white "smoke® was
observed from the bridge emenating from under both sides of the flight deck

forward and the general alsrm was soundsed, followed shortly thereafter by the

fire alarm,
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10. That, after the "smoke" was sighted and at about 0815, & series of
levastating explosions occurred in the forward porticn of the ship., At least

three explosions occurred.

11, That there was a considerable smount of "smoke" observed in many
A

compartments in the forward part of the ship, including Hangar Bay Ho. 1,

prior to the first explosion,

12, That there was no evidence that the gasoline, HEA®, fuel o0il, and other
fuel systems did either initiate, or add enerpgy to the explosions, or in any

way contribute to the extension of damage, nor ¥hat the aircraft lubricating

2il system did initiate or conbtribubte to the sxplosion.

13. That the awmunition, pyrotechnics, magazines and ordnance equipmént did

not initiate the explosions nor add‘powar thereto, and were not involved in

the casualty, except for secondary effects such as: isolated flooding of certain
megazines, blast down a bomb elevator trunk kmocking twe 250 lb. bombs out

of their bins in A-527-M end exposure of fifty-six 2,25 inch STAR rockets on

the third deck to the explosion effects.

14, That the source of the explosive gases and vapors was the flammeble

hydraulic fluid from the port catapult hydro-pneumstic launching system.

15, That, except for damage to the hangar deck and in A~309~L, structural

iamags was not extensive.
16, That shock damage was minor.

17+ ‘Thet no cbnflagration occurred, only small, isplated, incipient fires
which were sxtinguished by‘the fire fightinmg efforts of the crew and by leaks

from small demaged pipe lines.
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3., That fire fighting facilities werc generally adequate after the explosions

n spite of the breoken firemmin riser on the sta:board side of the second deck.

9. Thet pertial flooding of the gesoline and salt water pump room, and of

:he gasoline pump motor room, put the forward gasoline system out of commission.

0, That the mejority of dsmage sustained by the ship was to the 1ight metal
oiner bulkhe;ﬁs and to the non-tight ventilation duets on the 2nd and 3rd

lecks forward, between franee 23 snd 100, and to the 100 #STS hangar deck plat=
ing in Hongsr Bay No, 1.

’1, ‘Thet the perforuance of steel wotertight vent ducts, in resisting over-
sressure from either within or from without, was far‘superior to that of non-

ratertight vent ducts,

22. That flooding of the ship was minor, It was due to the rupture of one.
firemain riser and fracture of small pipe lineé such es fresh water, drazinage,
etc., and to the fire fighting. Two mgezines and the forward gosoline ﬁump
and punp motor rooms were flooded. PFleoding had no serious effect on the
shipts stability.

23, That, =t the time of the casualty, the U.S.S5. BENNINGTCH was going from

Gondition Yoke to Condtion Xray.
24. That wost of the 3rd and 2nd deck passcpgeway doors and hateches were open;

25, That the ship was in & weak material condition for woarding off the effects
of an internal explosion,

=

26, ‘That, prior to 0626, Nos, 1 and 2 firerooms were secured as o result oﬁ_*\\\

A
entrance of dense smoke,




27, That, aftor securing Hos, 1 and 2 firorooms, end with hezvy smoke in the

enginercom, shafts 1 and 4 weore sccured,

28, That o, I Boiler was found to have sufferced a low water casvaliy due %o

leaving one burner in operation after the feed vRter had been sccured.

29, That the emergency fuel oil itrip velve for seeuring all fuel te Mo, 1
Boiler was nobt ¢losed in securing the boiler, It was found difficult to

onerate,
30, That beilers 5, 6, 7 and 8 were found salted to appreximately 25 Be BN,

31, That the normal watclh in Damage Control Cenmtral handlod damage control
gsetbion with limited porsonnel until smolc aspnyxiated the porsonncl in the
space, Subsequently, control of damage was agsumed by HMain Engine Control and

later by Repair IV.

32, That at 0747 communications oan INC, 2MC, 21MC and 22HC were lost on the
bridge and wore regaincd at 0826,

"

33, That vower was lost forward when o, 1 switchboard was seecured,

34, Thet the only damago to aircraft was to plape 112, which suffered damage
te @& wing when & hatch, frome 51, in the starboard side of the hangar deck was

blewn open by the force of an cxplosion which cecurred below,

35, That the BEIHIHGTON sufferod terrific loss of life and very widespread

damage emanating frem a local internal source,

36, That a check was made of tho brig shortly after the accident and it was

determined thalt the one prisoncr had bogn released,
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37¢ That the following mémed” U. S. Navy and Marine Corps personnel

attached to the U.S.S. BENNINGTON, all of whom were then in a duty

status, were killed on the dates set forth hereafter as a resuli

of said explosions occurring in said ship and of the causes vt epho-

site their respective names:

NAVAL PERSONNEL

Died on 26 May 1954

e

! ADAMS, Charles Edward, AN

SERVICE

M EBER

CAUSE OF DEATH

v AILEXANDER, Cornelius Melroy, SD3

17 ARBOGUST, Georgs Albert, LT

Y ARRIGONI, Joseph Fred, LT
;;/B&GOR, Prancis Sylvester, TN

\; BASKIN, William Nash, AA
1 BEMISS, Guy Morton, CHPHOTO

%BOYD, Rossel (n), AN

“ BRYAN, Terry Willard, LTJG
16_BYERS, George Washington, TN
;- COLRMAN, Lloyd (n),

v CROMARTIE, James (n), SD2

/Y DAVIS, Prince Arthur, TN

{ADEAN, Albert Penton, CHGUN

IREW, Henry Jackson, LT
=

EOVINO, Dominic Joseph, CHSCLK

EPPS, Robert Daniel, Jr., AB3
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NAME

FAVRE, Joseph Louis, TN
 FIX, Leoc Francis, CHBOSN
/E‘ORE, Fred Walter, FP2

FOURNIER, Paul Bugene, LCER

GOLASZEWSKI, Edward John, ABL
GONZALE 5, Leon (n), SD3
GOODRUM, Douglas (n), TH

}REEN, Jesse Nelson, AO3
HART, George Joseph Jr., AB3

HILLYER, Donald Paul, DT2
HOLLOWAY, Delois Vergil, LT

HOCKER, Alfred Punnsel, SD3
__HUBETSEL, Alexander (n), AOL

HURD, Jamss Walter, CHCARP
HUSTCFT , Harold Roger, ME3
JACKSON, Billy Glem, LT

JACKSON, Charles (n), SD3
_JEFFERSON, Paul "B", SN
EEIR, Richard Henry, AB3

KNG, Max (n), CHGUN

LAKATORS. Albert "J", MM3

LAMBDIN, Dewey ‘!mi'tley! LT |

314007450
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NANE SERVICE WUMEER

CAUSE CF DEATH

LENZ, George William, SK2
A

IEWIS, Blliot 3%anley, AO3

MART T, Errest Simms, AML

MATTHIAS, Albert Joseph, EM3

I¢ GHEE, Charles.Hunter, AN
/ch WATT, Lloyd (n), MACH

MILLER, Gordon R., LTJG
MILES, Arthur Gean, SN

MOODY, Thaddasus Bugene, AN

MORTON, "J" Clyde, LT

/OLNEAL, Walter Issiah, SN

PHELFPS, Donald Les, LTJG

PRAMEK, Francis Joseph, SN

PUGH, William Howard, PACT

REED, Marvin (a), LCDR
__REYES, Juan (n), SD3

RICH, Wellace (n), LT

RILEY, Claude Patrick, SK1

RIVERS, Jowsg: Elmore, SD2

5160, Benigno (n), SD2
_SMITH, Ralph C., &MC

SMITH, Robert Kent, SD3

e

e

—- e

il

Tody,

wh




NAME SERVICE NUMBER

SOMMARS, Cantrell Wallace , I3

THOMAS , Eric Alfredo, SDI1
THORNHILL, David R., LTJG -

THORNTON, Barl (n) Jr., CHSCIK
/—\.

TINNEY, Barl Crawferd, AO3

TRIPLETT, Howard, SD2

VAN DER HOONING, John (n), AOC

WAGES, Kelly Bruece, Jr., AB3
_WILLIAMS, Marion {(n), ™
WITVOET, Gerald James, LTJG

A ~—

WONSETLER, Pazul Dallas, FT3

WOODUM, Lonnie Gene, TA
WRIGHT, Henry Harold Jr. SD3

Died om 28 May 1954

CAPISTRAND, Stanley L., CHPCL”
_/"

DEMERS, Raymond Conrad, RELE

HACKBARTH, Thomas C., &03

RAMEY, H., EM2

WILLIS, Herbert lLee, SD1

WILLIAMS, Willie, TH
/

CAUSE OF DEATH




NAME SERVICE NUMBER CAUSE (F DEATH
Died on 30 May 1654

WRIGHT, Robert Reid, LT r ="

Died on 4 June 1954

ROBINSON, Alte Ige, TN s, T

MARINE CORPS PERSONWEL

Died 26 May 1954
NAME SERVICE NUMBER CAUSE OF DEATH -

e

MARCHISELLI, Frederick Devis, ’ —
PFC, L 5

MAYES, Bobby Les, FF®

Died 28 May 18564

STANFORD, James T., FPFC

/‘

Died 1 Juns 18564

BAIRD, Delbert, PFC Lo S

38, That the following narr;ed U.S. Neval Reserve psrsonnel at‘ta‘ohed to UeS.uSa
BENNINGTON, all of whom were then on extended active duty and in a duty
status, were killed on the dates set forth below as a result of said
gxplasion occuring in said ship and of the causes set opposite their
names ¢

Died 26 May 1854

NAME SERVICE NUMEER CAUSE COF DEATH

BARBER, Cyren Melwvin, LT

BARNES , Roger Barl, LTJG




HAME SERVICE NUMBER CAUSE OF DEATH
DOLL, Charles Jyseph, AN ; .

DUFFY, Robert James, LTJG

GOINS, Floyd Wilson, AOU3

HOPPER, Charles Edward, LTJG - .
TNGE, Robert Paul, LFJG
KANE, Orlo Hemlin, LIJG ——— el
KRASSY, Charles Edward, ADE3 . L ' R p—
O'DONNELL, Roger Raymond, LT . 0
A ;
PENDELL, Emory Dean, ENS
&
SCHMUCKER, Charles Edwin, Jr. =y T
LrJe¢ (sc)
SMITH, Daniel Joseph, LT
THOMAS, Clyde Dana, Jr., LT(MC)
Died 28 May 1954
TONDO, Paul S,, LTJG [ —— ¥

%4, That the following named eiviliam employse of ths Westinghouse

Bledtrioc Tompanyy Wwhb: was then authorized by the Chief of Naval erazh,dns}

to teke passage in naval vessels, and by Comeander Ady Fortey UsSis Atlan-—
tic Fleet %0 report to the Commanding Officer, U.S .Sé;; BENNB\IGT@N for
temporary duty id connectidsn Witk rendering technieal aaf.s'-sf'-ié-'tsancel‘,a and who
was then at work aboard the U.8.5. BENNINGTON; was killed: ag a mwesuli of
sald explosions-eceurring, in saiffsrsgy piid-efs bhecausos- sof- opposite

his name.




