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-fiving and Dead Leave Their Ship

SOME WALKED — Crew

members of th‘e USS Bennington pass

SOME WERE CARRIED—Body of shipmate is carried by other sailors of USS Bennington i

Big Ben Fought World War Il :|
Without Losing One Seaman'

Quonset Point, R. I. — (UP) — Built for action in '
World War II, the aircraft carrier Bennington never had
it so good, until peace came.

“Big Ben,” as she was affec- : R
tionately named by her officers /her charmed life, S8he-was taken
and erew, was launched Feb, 26, lout-of niothballs affer e Ko-||
1944, at Brooklyn Navy Yard—(rean conflict broke out.
a big-ship In amight. Navy. Al . .

2akedown cruise

proud flattop in \dmiral “Wild
Bull” Halsey's famed Task Force
58.

I
iull
the Caribbean and Bennington|
explosion ||

was rocked by a hoiler
: 1 were killed. Then,

|

wicker casket to waiting hearses on dock at Quonset.—{Times Photos by Mort Boardman.

27, 1954

£ ‘ i
“IT LOOKED' LIKE HELL IN THERE”“—With those words, Aviation Electrician’s Mate 3/c
Francis Toth of Phoenixville, Pa., tells reporters of Bennington disaster—[UP Telephoto.

GOOD NEWS brings tears to Mrs. John Carr, left
a sailor aboard the carrier ‘'who escaped without
Desmond Cherry, sister of sailor, comforts her mot

s
lihlmther of.

TIMES, THURSDAY, MAY

TEARFUL REUNION—Lt. Mearle H. Jay, Protestant chaplain aboard USS Bennington, bursts
into tears as he is reunited with his wife after ordeal during harrowing experiences on the
carrier. He administered church rites to the dead, dying and injured—[UP Telephoto.
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TORN BY BLAST—Crewmen
of stricken carrier survey the
remains of the officers’ ward
room oboard ship after its
arrival in Quonset. Gangways
were filled with twisted steel
and bodies burned beyond
recognition, according to one
eyewitness.—/[UP.

One Sailor Slept
Through Explosion

Cineinnati — (AP) — A Cin-
cinnati man aboard the aircraft
carrier Bennington slept right
through the explosion.

Thomas J. Lorenz, 23, told his
parents, Mr, and Mrs. Louis A.
Lorenz, by telephone, that he
was “missing” when his squad-
ron held muster after the ex-
plosion. But he wasn't a casual-
ty. He was asleep.
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Quonset Naval Station, R. I

RUSH TO CALL their families followed when crew members of USS Bennington docked at

Their kin waited anxiously for word that they were safe. Sailors
line counter as operators worked feverishly to put calls through.—/[Times _Phata.




