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Hurtford embraces her son,

tion after Lieutenant Baskind

men wo

| ORDEAL. OVER—Mrs Jnck luskmd. 373 Anbum Rd., West

Lt. (jg) Stanley iuslund, as Mr.

Baskind watches. Their reunion came at Quonset Naval Sta- |

came off ill-fated siiq), uﬂlmt
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By RICHARD L. HULL
'es Staff Writer

_Quonset Point, R.I —

the ﬁre: ilnrm

few minutes ,fter 6 a. m,
2 St

S e e

i e

smoke . to wake up | his two
roommates, Lts. Fuh-
rer. and :{vins Imkan. -dm

e shfm
TR AT
|up forward an e it up
|the flight deck. I felt the sec-
lond explosion, and there was
; after that,” said Bas-
. “I just had my nanl;; on
,'M it was freezing, We had
wait e:gﬁe they olea.red the

/ M soon as they eould maka
t

z_r,ﬂ-wm_-pufrpq;.

p-_;-n i,

o “the’ !.hir

’t get  to their \m le
:g:mﬂm- “We carried stretchers
the second and t.hird
decks to the hangar deck,
mmd said. “There were
men with their skin all peeled
off, others were singed black,
When the helicopters be-"
gan coming we put the worst
cases aboard. Some
we had to remove again be-
cause they died, and the space
was needed for the living.”
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Lieutenant Baskind related his
experience, and he was among
the men and officers who
|waited at the recreation hall
at the vast Quonset Point
|Naval Air Station to contact
wives and parents.

I ' His parents, Mr, and Mrs.
Jack Baskind of 132 Aubuin
Rd., West Hartford, arrived to
find their son unhurt after the
{|third sueh ineident in his life.
Lieutenant Baskind escaped
from the circus fire in Hart-
ford in 1944, and last year was
aboard the Bennington when
a boiler exploded on the ship,
killing 11 erewmen.

There were some 2,800 men
aboard the Essex Class cafrier
Bennington when the explo-
sions occurred below the flight
deck just forward of the super-
structure, = blasting through
some 200 feet of the floating
airbase, Most of the men es-
caped to help their shipmates,
~But' by 10 a. m, when the
first casualty list was released
to the crowd of waiting news-

and identified.

Among them was Alexander
Hubetsel of 10 Division St.,
Bridgeport, the only Connecti-
cut man among the dead on
||the first list.

With.tn a few minutes the
Iiat ‘eritically and serlously
hurt was distributed, and five
||names were added to that list
a few minutes after midnight.
By lz.ég‘ a. m. Lt. Comdr.

Bern:

mst.rlct public mfomatmn of-

ficer, announced that

17 names would be Mded

the list of the dea.rl
The names

minor mmms at the base hos-
pital and at Newport Naval
IBIHOBNM hadn’t been made up.
been announced
jured numi bm'eq
ALTHOUGH NEWSM!NM
been permitted to go aboard
the carrier earlier in the day,

.'lms the in-

pms mnmn the had

of them

5y WAS EVENING when

||men at the Public Information
Office, 91 were listed as dead

First Naval |

another

those with i

t a few hours earlier it had

further visiting was allowed at
hosnimls because many of
_burned md !ﬂjmﬂ

crew jers, there was noth-
ing in' the sppemmee of the

mm.l ‘tragedy.
. The damage was not
f\rou; the dock
"m;\n ued up. e were no
Wmﬁm for the ' renoll'lt-
a photographers « who
ehm! from newspapers, wire
aervlces..mdio and television
stations = to
‘across the country.
A bugle sounded the call to
ehcw fqr ‘the crewmen left

Orders  were given
fmm u:m public address sys-
tem for the work crews. Men
leaned against the ship's rails,
talking, watching the cameras.

Then, slowly; a long line of
hearses and ambulances began
to drive down the cement quay
and undertakers in black suits
went with sailors aboard the
ship.

For an hour or so they
helped ‘the sailors with the
grim task of ‘earrying their
dead shipmates down the scaf-
folded gangways to the wait-
ing vehicles which drove off,
one by one. i

From time to t.!me. groups of
sailors left the ship and hurried
up the dock toward the base
to get in touch with their
folks, to let them know they
we:: not among the u.m'.urtu—
nal

AS THEY m*r t.hey paused,
stopped by reporters, to add
some detail to the story of
the Bennington tragedy.

“Three more minutes and

huge, gray ship to lndmta a‘
the Bﬁmﬁnﬁ
ibut ‘there was no i

'we got there,”
relay. the story

I'm go-

to talk

s 'ﬁh a ndwimm ‘ﬂ'ém ‘meh'_y

state

Ja.;n A Bhﬁrley of 1630
Mmsaf ‘Hartford, said he was
on ti;hee ﬂizht deak whan m

smoke.
ent, 'tzo_ break out’ tﬁe

ns ‘down beluw&}
-hélow “help get the men cm,t

T 1:1; k and th
. "It was very dark an e
smoke was thick, and we could
hear ‘calling for help, but
we had to get auxiliary.lights
to find ‘tgem and then we
Bmﬂm stretehers. .

“I don’t know how lans we
worked down there. It was
until we had the men out of
the danger area,” he added:

. - -

ANGELO MENTI of 80 Jo-
seph St., Torrington, was also
on the flight deck at the time.
(Capt, William F. Raborn Jr.
told newsmen that 40 planes
were launched after t.he fire
broke out.)

“I saw the smoke md we
kept on clearing the planes
until they were launched and
then I went down and carried
up two men,” said Angelo. .

“One of them hed his
clothes completely blasted off
and they were both pretty
badly burned. Some of the

men were sleeping and never

knew what happened. I know
one man who got out of a place
alive where 20 others were

Another Connecticut man,
John Eggleston of Lakeville
who was still wearing the red

jersey and helmet of a fighter
squadron maintenance man,

ire when

mo Main St., share their jo ;ﬁn

ngton duri'gg disaster that
[wvu tn r.ome home.—/[ Tnm&p Pbotos

Luck Holds for Baskind, Circus Fu'e Survwor

West Hartford Offwer Descrzbes
Escape Through

Y acnpmg injury on’
pped camer.'ﬁey got
Mort lou man. -
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1oke on Carnera

!wvouldhm'a mmme
g to call M

said ,ht saw a wwlte puff of
oke ‘wma dnwn a

was a mﬁ mL whoof* he shm.

' "‘Im mn:x ar-adsibnw
| manthe phones’ to the *dam=

|age control eéntér,'but it was

knocked out. They set up an-
other oenm- My commanding
officer was Inme_d, he added.
He said' he was on the Ben-
:ﬁmn when the boiler ex-
ed off Cuba, but that was
a minor Lﬂcldent compared. to
ﬂﬁ& “The crew did a wonder-
f; job ennslderim that about
hal of them have come aboard
in the last few weeks.”
Jmph Blanick of McKees-
port, ,Pn. one of the injured,
told a reporter he was man-
ning an  intercom with six

other men. “There was a flash-

down the corridor. We tried

1to get out but it was too hot
|when we reached the door,”

he said i "

“When we saw we  were
trapped, without saying any-
thing, everybody went back to
the telephohes and called .all
the areas we believed were
damaged and relayed the in-
Tormation to the damage con-
trol center. 3 :

“I talked with ome of the
men who were trapped. It was
awful to have to hang up on
them, but we had to keep the
information moving. t

“Then steam started coming
In with the smoke and it got
s0 bad we had to do some-
thing. The last thing I re-
member was reaching for a
vent. I don't know how I got
out.,” he said. Blanick was se-
riously burned on both arms.
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WHILE NEWSMEN walted
for the lists of those who were
known to have ‘died, and ‘those
badly hurt, chaplalns of three
faiths ca.lled men from the
ship to the reéreation hall a
mile away to be reunited with
friends and relatives as they
arrived on the base.

It was the duty of the chap-
lains, too, to inform other rel-
atives that telegmms would be
waiting for them at home, and
to offer what comfort they
could.

The telegrams were going
out all evening from a second
floor office of the headquar-
ters building, and not until
they had been completed were
the lists mimeographed and
handed to the waiting news-
men.

Meanwhile, in & hallway,
teletype machines were et up

to send out the news as soon

as it was available. There were
small mishaps which delayed
the transmission of late news
stories. Once, for instance, a

@A dioeed in & soft drink

dispensing machine stopped. all
six teletype machines just as
:.3;1; f:itrz? casualty list was go-
Damage was

repaired. 1 e
;1 Tele;phone lines  were
amm and crew members
from the Henninxgon

choice of phones. had iy

‘comman
G. ‘with
‘mander of

body ' |for |

ol

Probe Starting

With Cause of
Blast Unknown
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Quonset Point, R, I, —
(AP)—The Navy counted
91 known dead today and 201
injured, many of them criti-

cally, in the devastating ex-
plosion-fire aboard the ill-fated
aircraft carrier Bennington 75
miles at sea.

The 32,000-ton carrier, a
proud bearer of numerous battle
honors in World War II, was
rocked by the disaster early yes-
terday while cruising calmly in
the post-dawn sunlight.

A violent blast on the second
or third deck below the flight
deck was followed by searing
flames which riared through
many forward compartments.

.| Them came at least one ‘more e
i hlosiun.

Seorea were trapped in their
sli .ping quarters, Escape for

' |many was blocked off. Many suf-
in

r?mtsd M any perished
A mammm cou.rt of in-

quiry. ‘headed by Rear Adm.

John M. Hoski:, commandant

3 of 'Bhe Qnen.sat Naval Air Station,

an intensive

Other memieu of the ecourt
are Rear-Adm. E. A. Cruise,
er of Carrier Divldon
e Bennington his flag-
p; Capt. gq Et Lu’:per eom-

eef Alr Win
based at Quemet_ and Cnptl

Zanzot, a Qu&nset mauria

Becmturr of the Na.vy Charles
s Thomas. who flew ‘ba qut

" ii:ipper for only a

didn’t g g It.‘ n

8
s due for a thorough investigation

:‘t,hare. was no indication

i e 3

_the inquiry board. It was
miought mq:ﬁrst that catapult
tube oil was ignited just before
the first explosion, Last Octo-
ber’s blast a.nd fire in the gar-
rier Leyte in Boston was
‘blamed on luch an accldent.
-

‘TEE B-IG CAB.I!.IER was en
route back to Newport, aeross
l:ggagansett Bay from Quonset
it, on a routine tralning
mission.
‘Aboard were four squadrons
of abouf 130 men each which
make up Air Task Group 181,
based at the Oceana Naval Air
Station near Norfolk, Va. The
squadron boarded the Benning-
ton last weekend for the trip to
Quonset Point.
‘The blast shook the Benning-
ton just after the first of the

four  squadrons had been
launched.

“Realizing a serious catas-
trophe had  occurred, we

launched the rest of the air group
to free the decks for casualty
control,” Captain Raborn said.
The planes, many of them
Jets, took off for Quonset as
surface craft and helicopters
were summoned by radio.

The helicopters, operating un-
der the direction of Ads. Hos-
kins, met the carrier 20 miles
from port. As they did in Korea,
zhe ‘copters proved their met-
le.

The big “whirl-birds” — two
Navy and four Coast Guard—
evacuated scores of seriously in-
jured to the Newport Naval Hos-
pital.- They would pick up in-
jured on the deck of the car-
rier, fly to Newport, then re-
turn to carry out additional
suffering men.

- - »

THE HEROIC, mild-spoken
medical officer aboard the Ben-
nington, Comdr. Clyde Norman,
said that nearly all who perished
aboard the carrier were dead by
the time rescue parties reached
them.

Norman directed the treating
of wounded. The other doctor
assigned aboard was Killed.

“The hodies were removed
after we determined they were
dead,” Commander Norman said.
“The more seriously injured were

|evacuated as soon as the heli-

copters came. They were put on
an elevator and brought to the
flight deck. They were sedated
and soon r.u aleep if
*

ALTBOUGH 'ohe exact loca-
tion of the blast could not be
determined immediately it was
ir the forward part of the ship
near the wardroom, in Navy
parlance “Officers’ Country.” i

Capt. Raborn had highest.
et <= mgiret
praise for an personnel abroad
the carrier, which carries a nor-
mal employment of 2,807.

Navy Secretary Thomas
praised the courage of the in-
jured and the “wonderful or-
gamzed effort” aboard the Ben-

Thamas esprenaed sympathy

|fo the Bennington's men and

BADLY BURNED — Lt. Comdr. Sllelly Pltman. Casper, Wyo,
seriously injured in fire and explosion on board USS Ben g-
visttors, md ng ton, is cared for at Quonset Naval Station Hospntnl.——[l?l’r

' 8hoe Box H., open tﬁl:ﬁrfqﬁgﬁ Prgﬂd 2 mfaﬁ"
] ‘also  sent a y
nite "til !‘-I.Adv. 17%1 message from the ngng:m 4
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