BENNINGTON : Past... Present...

Officers and men of the USS BENNINGTON
have besn extending "ielcone On Board" to
friends and guests like yourself since the
Tirst USS BENNINGTON, a gunboat, was commis-
sioned way back in 1891.

Your visit today gives us another opportun-
n.y to say '"Welcome" and to tell you of the

Big BENN's most formidable record as part of
Anerica's fighting fleet.

EENNINGION's most recent assignment was a
Western Pacific cruise lasting seven months.
With the famed Seventh Fleet, BENNINGTON was
ready in the South China Seas when the con-
flict in Laos nearly cme to @ boiling point

early in 1961, eriod the ship
took part in detailed (e designed to
perfect BENNINGION's new mission--Anti Sub-

marine Warfare. As an ASW aircraft carrier,
BENNINGTON no longer ocarries Jjets as her
Rather her mission is to forn

s the
an to locate, identify and destroy encmy
luhn:!rine!. She does this with S2F's, ADSW's,

ana
are often necessary to accomplish this mis-
sion.

In the Far East BENNINGTON visited such

The
nest the people of each country,
souvenir shop and relax.
returned to the United States and her homo
port, of San Diego.

he USS BENNINGTON has alvays had an en-

sight-see,
n May the Big BEWN

viable record. The first BENNINGTON, named
for a Rgvblnuonary War battle fought Aug. 16,
1777, near Bennington, Vt., is noted for tak-
i.ng Mk Tt 45 e 1899. The ship
was comissioned at the
)lew York Naval Stipyard Auge & 19he  ACter
shakedown cruise off the North coast of
South America, BEWINGTON pointed her bow
¥ost for the var in the Pacific. Her firsh
heavy encounter wif e Febe 19,
1945, when its air group nau continuous
beacn-head support strikes over Iwo Jima,
where invasion landings were in progre:
Then on March 1 at Okinawa, BENNINGTON's air
group attacked the Japanese ground installa-
tions while the ship itself attacked several
medium sized ships.
Two days later, in an attack lasting three
7 enemy planes were destroyed and an-
other 35 planes were counted as damaged by
'BENNINGTON u:u»cnn, On the morning of March
23, a small of three cargo ships and
1 desteoyars wes. apotied beading for Giina-
wa by the Big BENN's planes. The entire con-
voy was sunk later that day.
The worst damage BENNINGTON suffered dur-
ing wartime was not at the hands of the Japa-
sni

High winds and waves
flooded the forward passageways and living
spaces; powerful seas buckled a 35-foot sec-
tion of the flight deck,

were put out of commission.
age, BENNINTON launched a fighter sweep over
a Japanese airfield June O before heading



