"We've only had one man fall out of the
nets in the three years I've been in this
division," recalled Radarman Seaman Wayne
Cooper of Narpa, Tdaho. "Fe was chipping

veloped for travel over the nets. It is
nearly impossible towalkona spongy webbed
surface. Seaman Gary Pretzer of Bay City,

into a giant Sorersault. The springinessd
the net tossed him into the air, and when
he landed again he launched into another
somersault. He balted sbout flw foet from
the bottom edge of ¥ Pretzer had

net.
travelled some 60 F e
onds.

TTME POR A SREAX-=51 Johnny P. Jenicins,
22, takes a break with "kcklebuster"
in hand, He 1is shown suspended in a
nylon net about 80 feet over the water
in Long 3each harbor.

One nan noted the nete are used only while
the ship i
iry dock. ¥a &

fall, you land in water. In dry dock, it's
concrete."

The maintenance of Navyships never ceases.
Heat, cold, salt, pounding, scraping, vibra-
tion and a host of other troubles contin-
ually plague the metal of which ships are

made, The task of chipning, sanding and
painting 18 tedious, tough asd Pilthy; buty
nevertheless, it mist be done. And the men
of the aircraft earrier enndo the job and
do 1t vell,

Ed’'s Notes

With the Holiday Season behind, once

scaling the side of the ship, tells Benn's
story: An extended yard period.

There are several conflicting views aboard
ship about the yard period, Some say "It
will sure be nice when all the heads are
operative again.” or "I wish there was:
80 much dirt and noise." But then the same
people are sure happy the ship isn't pulling
out. for WestPac or carrier qualifications
tomorrows
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RECENT HISTORY REVIEWED

Since Benn's last extended yard period,

the Apollo IV command module, madea Sea of

tha Bob Hope Christnas Show, nas been under
the command of four oaptaim, aad has spemt
about, 75 per cent of her timeat sea, TYes,

horse to pull in for a yard
it the first timein approximately 19 et
that all her boilers were shut down.

In upcoming issues of the Roaring 20 there
V11 be featuses deatingwith yerd work. that
goes by with little ornorecognition. There
is even a rumor ti a Boilerman plans to
reenlist while in a l‘irerovm. It looks
like there will have tobea lot of cleaning
2nashining oF soms dreas uniforns may get
a bit dingye

Also in the next issue a pictorial story
of Benn moving into drydock will reveal
the actual size of the big carrier.

SILVER ANNIVERSARY

This year, 1969, marks the 25th year
Benn has been in service. She was comms-
sioned on August 6, 19ll, and since that
tine Benn has had an eventful istory. 1n
the upcoming issues, the Roaring 20 st
plans to bring out Benn's past ’n%g ories and
Sragedics in tribute to the ship's silver
anni versary.



