.

Hgoca percentage of the 450,000 civilians vho 1ive on Japan's
strategioally important islend of Okimwa sre going ‘W amgry bhe next

time radio Tokyo tells them " Our sir force controls the skies and our
Navy is invincible. "  They will lmow that propsganda isa't true and, a
far as they're concerned, they will have scars to prove kx their xEmefaix

assertions. Proof of the Jap radio!s uatruthfulness was furnished the

‘bandy-legged little people during the early hours of Warch 1 1945 - and 1t

was probably more proof than they wsnted. fThe carrier-based ila ine Wplfpack

i
squadron did the convincing emd their just-after-davn attacks must have
aroused many a Jap cleepy eyed civilisn snd militery man - and eent
Major Herman Hansen, squadron commsnder, found the

Burrying for cover.
Only a few Ak

reception that awaited nis attacks a decided anti-climax,
gm:‘mffed away and none even came close as he led his squadron in for
pass after pass on Kntema airfield and shipping off the west mExmix

" Can you imagine that, " said the Riwymxe Major " those

central coast.
" Taking off just as the first streaks

Sxpx Japs were surprised again.
of damn coloved the sky, Major Hensen and his men“‘lw rosring along over
Okiinava at sboundxixmixiaics 0800. Assigned to Katena field dmxk the
equedron pushed over at 8000 feet and went into a 45-dcgree dive, The
rockets were fired at 1500 feet with the pullout at below 800 feet. Coming
in with 12 plenes in line abresst the Yarines xkx geve the sirfield x
xrmm an efficent rocketing snd Xz strafing. lfajor Hansen destroyed ome
single engine rlane on the ground, while the divisions led by lst Lt.
Stoncbraker and Captain Owen strafed and destroyed four Elngze engine
plenes parked on the west end of the field. Jim Hamilton strafed four

Kiska-type barracks while George Jurray damsged a radio tower. The first

pass, explained lajc: hansen " was strictly on the house - a free ride.




