VETERANS

(Continued from the previouspege) kel er. airplans there. TheJaps had flow them ut
Guam, Ivas - e
our vay to the carrier a........gm, which m always the last gu to o d the andthenl

about 2,000 men aboard. That was to be our
‘home till the war was over.

Wegotonthe Benningtonin Leyte Gulf,and
it seemed ke every ship i the Pacic vas
ovr thereat that . Therehad just been a
big typhoonthere and the Benningto hadits
fight deck,the fron of i just entstraght
down. Arepair ship ame along and when he
vepais were done, thedeck was abaut 19 feet
short.

Forthe plt,ife aboardthe Beningion
invalveda ot of waiting. Hostly what you did
was smoke digarttes and drink coffe and
waitiogoout

While we were thre, il itingin the
gul one day al the horns and whistes blew,

glidebomb. twasourfirststrie, sowe had all
12 aiplanes — but we never ever had 12
airplanesagain.

“The Bennington’s yphoon-damaged ull.

sawalfireontheground.

1 thoughttwas on fours, but 't
outwhoit was until ve got backthat day. It vas
aneof my best rends,BobHaughion. He s e
of the first anes down, and e didn't plloutof
the dive. Nobody knows what happened.

1'd trined with him since th squadrn
formed in Octobr, and his was about 12 monts
Tatr That was theany ne st that day. He vas
from Pennsyvaia and had justgotten marre,
and lke me, et a wie pregnant and bae-
footed”

==

ohn Leslie "t*w numerous combat
raids of World War

st ss-benns

11.0n July 28, 194

Ttwas the USS Hornet, going back o the
states, and its bow was bent down just like the
Bennington'. The whole fleet was in that
typhoon, which was in Jun 1945. They lost a

They gave my radio man a big fancy
amera, and ater my dive,he was wppused ©
take ictures of That

in a massive strike against the Japanese
fleet at Kure Naval Base. He was ater
honored with the Navy Cross for “ex-

‘means he had to open the door, hold it with his
foot,

We pulled out in Jly heading fo the
Japanese omeland.

We got up there and got orders for first
attack The whaleflet was softening up Japan,
gtting ready for a ground invasion. On this
particlar day, of our first raid, we were
attacking an airfied. | an pronounce the name,
but | can't spel it, on Honshu Iland. The
reconnaissance photos showed lots of airplanes

1 pulled out of my dive, and at the last
minute | remembered I'm supposed o be
strafing 50 | put the nose down too fas. He

Under intense antiaircraft fire from
numerous enemy warships and shore
batteries,the young pilot“courageously
carried out a low-aliitude, glde-
bombingattack againsta large cruiserto

the nose dropped, he dropped the camera and
Hung on,so e neve did have an picures. His
last rame vas Tayor. Al the crewmen were
Taughingathim fordroppingit.

When we cme down, we found no

damage on the enemy vessel,” reads the
citation signed by then-Secretary of the
Navy James Forrestl.

“By his airmanship and aggressive
fighting spirt .. Leslie contributed

160+ friends and neighbors v




