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reconnatsance far new casp BRYRMKIOLRY MGE%oPe Rokhtod, and owr pilots
invariably roported wildly cheering prlsoner groups sach thus they flaw bow®
over the cazps; the Anerican flags dropped preclously waving proudlyy On the
27th and 28th of August, we were in tho fusling area reciying mich noeded
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fuel oil, From this tim on uatil 10 September, when we headed for Tokyo

Bay, our ship cruised close off the Japanose coast in assigned aross, midng

PO camp searches in various sectors, and mmm flying ‘observation and photographic
mdssions in and of Japanese with the

preliminayy surrender terms and directives.
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erulsing, the Bennington dropped anchor in Berth F-63, Tokyo Iay, Japan, almost
edjacent b0 tin USS Missourl on whose decks, & short tim before, the Japs had
placed their officéal sipnatures to Genoral ac Arthur's surrender docusents

13 Septesber was an especially mmorable day in our lives aboard the Bennington,
(n this day, in Tokyo Bay, the fom hasbor of the forser eneay, the ship colurated
ber first birthday, The Birthdsy actually ocoured a 1ittls more than & month
previous of course, but bhe colebreticn was necessarily delayed dur to combat

A prograa of and misto, presented by ship's company
£ron able talant, followod & grand dimner, and the whole affair was in fitting
Jubllation - a dusl one calearating Bhe ship's first amniversary, and the
trdusph over Japan, To maks the event more notewortly, and so far 5 we kuow,
the Benningtan 1o the firet Americon combst ship to celobrate in & commered Mnds

On 15 Septemver, refreshed with our short etay in Toiyo Bay, we headed out to sea
again for missions as assigeds



