25 fishing bosts as woll of SnYed IGRRIUAKIZE sBafd Hha redar station, e

and Vo mm operated 130 miles east of ¥ Mito

area of Hongtu on 17 July, but agaln bad weather restricted owr offensives to
& singls sirlie which being unable to reach its sssigied targets, alrfield in
the Mito ares, bomber Mura lateu tows, starting fires, This strike also mdo
rosket and strafing runs on & radio station, and gun emplacements just horth
of Iso Saki, and started an oil fire at Kul, The following day, with continued
bad weather, cne of our strikes destroyod one hangar and dasaged another at
Hokoda airfield, then hit Hyshurigahara airgleld where hangars were dasmaged,
elght planes hit on the ground, ane other being completely destroyed. Te big
strike of the day kit naval shipping at the Yokosuka Faval Dase, with the Jap

battleshi Nagato as its main tar, Despite intense enti-aircraft flak, our

planes scored cne near miss off the port beaa and another just off the stem 6f
the big Hip BB, In addition, several destroyer died up at the dock were damged
“by hits and lagt sacidngs On the 24th and 25th of July, we opersted approximately
100 milos south of Honshu conducting strikes against airfialds, factories, rail-
roads, and enemy shippings The AA fire was intense end accurate over the targots,
(One Jap "Frank’ wes shot down on the return trip foom the morning Jure strike

on the 2ith, There wore several bogles during the day, but none cams noar enoughi
for our gunfire, There were also numerous bogies in the late afternoon of the
25th, and three enesy planes Were shot down over tie Task Forco,

During this period, while Alr Group One wes offensively showing its high mttle
in sprosding urin and demolation amng the Japanese airfislds and installations
of a militery character, the chip's company carried on the Benningbon's battle
routine in strict and unfailing fashion, Such routine wes by now ingralied and
sonl automtics and the days were filled within the narvow confince of owr
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