Taukuba, Hysiurd kD S R coverage of

Mito, Ishioka and IIda alrfislds was obtained, Bennington aircraft were eotimited
to have tamged or dostroyed 98 planes at e airfields visiteds One pilot end
two aircrowmn wove lost when hit by enemy planes were shot down 20 and A3
iles anay fpom the ships The next day, 11 July, we retired from the Tokyo ares,
and hesded tomard the fuling renesvous, In the late aftemoon, we chafigsd

our course for Hokkaldo, and the following day prepared to lauch otries froa
our pocition epproxinately 70 miles southeast of Hokkaldo, Bod weather, however,
Zorced abandonzent of the scheduled strikes, On the Lith of July owr plancs
conducted offensives against Akkslshl, o paper mill end a coal mine at Kushiro,
and other bulldings and rail facilities in and around Nushiro, Many attpoks
woro mde on shipping near Kushiro, and in the Kamisid area, Extensive damage
was dars to the rail facilities and squipment used in connection with the coal
wine, Firos ware started in the paper mill, two vellroad bridges wero damged,
‘several trains and loconotives were hit, and warehouses were set afires Two
smll shilps, o freighter—transport and & PG, were ounk and other enesy smell
creft danaged, The Lith of July s particularly notable because of partisijation
by Bennington Planes in the fleet bombardment of Xamatshi, Our planes provided
Carrlor Alr Patrol protection and sent spotting planes over the bombardment
targots, Our SECo carrdod eopecially trained opotters for the occasion,

Trds wao the first naval bombardsent of the Japaness homeland by unitex of the
Asericen Floot.

Unfaverabls flying weather on 15 July reduced our operation to & singls strike

over northern Hokkaldo, in the vicinity of Rumol, This offensive destroyed two

power plants, etarted fires in Kmockhctabioady several towers near Rusol, and

set fire to a large paer mill at Ebotsu, Othor Bennington planss, retuming froa

CAP and mapping flights, sank one small vessel, dacajed several luggers and sppraxisately
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