a tribute to the all-handol@Sol b URTRIGHYEE BaPsitng facilities, A fow days
later the officers and mn of Aly Greup 82 were detached fron the silp to FeVEH to
the states and a well-samed rests Thay had done a owell gob, Daring ite four

and one-jale monthe of cosbab duby, the Group had shot down 167 planes,

dostroyed 220 on the growd, and damged an additional 150-200, A price had

been paid for the chunk they tore out of the Jap Alr Force, Forty pilofs, 23

of the squadron comploment, and thirten aircrowasn were listed as lost or missing,
No SE2C or TIM was hit by Jap fighters, a fact which is elequent testisony to the
effectivencss of owr fighter cover,

on 30 Juns 1945, pursuant to his orders fron BuPers, Captain JuB Sykes departed
ehip to take up his new duties at the Haval Ordnance Test Station, Inyokem,
Caldforma, Comand of the Bennington was taken by his 8ucceasor, Captain Bele

Braun,

‘Barly on the morning of 1 July we got wndermay again, leaving San Pedro Bay, Leyte,
with oub new Alr Group One aboard, and steaming in company with the other carriers
llancock and Laxington, Our old friends the Bolleau Wood and fen Jacinto were still
with us t00, and the 53 South Dakota joined our Group's lassachusetts and Indiana,
Our crulsers included the Atlantla, Topaia, Dayton, Oklahoma City, Amsterdam and
San Juan, e tese were augmented by 19 DDs, Thid tim the Jemmington had tie
Flag, with CosCarDiv TIEE, Rear Admiral ToL, Speagus, in tectical commnd,

We were headed again for the Tokyo ares, with Nip airfields as our min objective,
The days enrouts to our strike area were filled with gumery evercishs and
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similated Kamikaze attacks by the Alr Oroup, and practice in cighting énd avoiding
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