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1945, In all, over tres hundred carrier planes took part in the sinking of this
monster, the last oF Japents big mdem battlowagons knom otill to bo afloats

Alots/played & mJor role in her destructions (n 6 April, Arsy B-2%
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/trock 6¢ the force mudugduckim 09 1t moved out and arouwnd the t1p of Kyushu,
fropusaily to attack our aiphiblous forces off Ocrama, Tha casosition of the Japanese
7 toromas roporied to bo one B3, and CL, end from elght to ten DDo, Task Foroo 58 struck
e next moraing Task Group 56,1 was sssigned the first vave, and Bennington planes
wero fivet in tho air at 1017, e lawched 27 planes; 7 fighters, 1L bosbers, and

9 torpedo planes, Thoy carrbed 2 1000 1b, bombs, one 500 lb, bomb, and nine tor-
podosss Targot, coordinator for the £irst wevo was to bo Comander Gele Heapy
Gommandar Al Group 82, but be vas unfortunately forced back by eaglas troutla,

The Japs wore Located after & 273 Hile fligit, VT 62 lad the attack, golng in
4hwought intence Ak fire, after an Agane class crulser, Wien the Deaiington!
Avengers retired a fou minutes Jater, the toll vas ono destroyer sunky anotber

damaged, and two telling torpedo scored on the Agano ~ all Bannington

planes, Alnost imedistely, our Helldivers bogan the attack on the 5B amto,

It was one of our 1000 b, armor-plercing boubs which hit tho Yamato first, near

ber bow, An dnstant later other boabs from our squadron wore observed to hit amid-

ships end agt; still other bonbors scored near-uisses which did som damgos
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planes were headed home, leaving the completion of tho job to the wives

of plares from othor carriers, Gue of our SE20s was shot down both pilot and

gunner bedng coen parachuting nto the soa. One T3 was eo badly damged by Ad

fire that it had to bo jettisoned aftey landing, When all the facts were tabulated
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