o minuos Lter, wiSh J0 YPGB, R 84 4 of & Jow clowd

in o shallow dive, at a zangs of loss than 2000 yards fros owr ship, The Sew 20Md
guns which could train on him in tims opened fire, but failed to stop him

The Jap then procesded tocoaplete a perfect run the entire length of the

plane~packed flight deck at a height of oAly 300 feet, end then pulled out ovee

the stern, lo Bombings no strafing} The excitement was high, and we had been
expecting almost anything, The Jap was zk later shot down six miles from the ship

by planes from another CAP, The only logical e.planation for owr luck was that

the Jap's boab release didn't work, or that he lost his nerve at the crulcal

momenty 1 April - Easter Sunday - the invasion of Okinawa - Love Day, As our amphiblous
forces stormed the beach, Bennington Planes, with others of the Task Force, weat
mwmmwmmmhu:mn;muummmunm-u;m;om
bosbed and otrafed, and minutes before the first larine wave hit the beach, the

area was burned over with a devastating Napulm fire-bomb attacke Whils the actusl

xm landings were taking place, our fighters were similtaneously beglnning the

Job of flying combat air patrol over the island, intercopting and destroying Jsp bomben
flying down from Japan's home islands,

This began an air support operation that was to continue for seventy days; broken
only once by & nine-day rest at Ulithi; In many respects, this long Okinawa op=
eration was a period of mnotony for the ship's company, belng, in fact, a
glgantic freigh-tauling operation, the freight being minly bombs = 500, 1000

and 2000 pounders, The period of momotony had many highlights however, st
Lisutenant Junie iohan of VWF 112 was shot down by Jap anti-aircrafi fire over
Kikai, He made a water hndbg, was picked up by a destroyer & few ilnutes later,
Hourars Later the DD was itself hit and sunk by a Kaalkase, and Lohan was rescued

a second tize and retumed to use



