n 22 larch 1945, we todoLubpUCT KA line from a tanker, and refilled
our amanition mgasines fron an ammnition ship, During this day, by brescid
buoy from a destroyer, the USS Maddax, ConCarDiv THIEE, Rear Aduiral T.L. Speage
and otaff, cans aboard, filling for the first time, the nuserous flag spaces aboard
the ship, Then, on 23 lerch, we bogan an intensive weck oi blasting Okinews and
edjacent, smll islands to the west, in proparation for the Okinawa Smvasion of

Love day soon to came,

During this tize, our planes destroyed or dameged air fislds, rumays, end hangers,
coastal defondo installations, barracks, shops and radar stations, phers and were-
house, & gun emplacementa, caves, sasoline dusps, groups of infantrymen, & shipyerd.
Irrepareblo dumge was dons %o the mk matorial and morale of the Japinese, Pilots
were brisfed from detallod photographic coveraje of every square nch of the 500
square mils x island, Ow pilots were told to "get everything that moves® on Okinawa
the fortress gatoway to Japans And they did, with grest enthusiasm. A high mark
nl"ﬂ'oakwmnlm@wﬂleuwvoymuﬂmlchm&ll,mlor
Gkinawa, Threo of the ships wero AK's loaded doop in the water, plus &

pair of dostroyors, The Dennington sent out fiftoen fightess, twelve bombers,

and twolve torpedo planes, Our planos, in compeny with planes from the Hornet,

the San Jacinto and the Belleau Wood, sank the entire canvoy, From photogtephic
evidonce taken at the scens, it was ovident that ane of the Jep ships carried a

2ot of amunition becsuse whon she was hit, she Literally exploded in & colum of
omoke and debris soms of which fanned the sky at 3000 fost.

27 darch 1945 will be o never-forgottem day in the history of our shipy Just after
dawn our radars detected seversl bogles coming in froa the north flying highs
Atoﬁmmormupmmmmohdhw-mumudmm,
and was roported to be difinitely in the Lmediste vicinity of our forsation,
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