bosbers to gob ofi the FGRINDEIDERYIUSUARRE o ours, the mgiitude of
Mrmmmmmm.mws&zmn:wwumm-nﬁm
our 56,1 Two which did com our wey tried for the aop, 2500 yurds ofi ouwr port
quertor at tho tiu, (no of the sulckders put & bomb Uwough the Waspls bangar
dock armor plate, though eho. resumd air eperstions almost immsdiatelys

Retirescnt to the south on 2021 larch wes slowed because of the limping
Franilin, The Japs were vut in force on both days, trying to add somsthing

to thelr earlier sucfesses, Triotean separate redds were tracked by CIC, the
oot serious coourring early in the afternoon of the 2lsb, Twenty-five Betty's
with fighter cover of better than 1 for 1 were known to be approsching our forme=
tion at & distence of 72 mles, ALL of our svailsble fighter planes, mstly
Jarine Flo were Launched from our flight deck. By tho time bhoy reached the Jap
foreation, fux mst the fun was over, eimco the alroady alr-bome CAP from
anothey carrier of our Group had practically cleared the shy, Our fighters found
only two Jap "Jacks" Loft, and very quickly shot thez dowm, When it vas all
added up, the final score azainst the day's enbiticus Jap offensive ws 2,
Bottdes and 2 miscollancous Jap fighters dowsed, Sight of the nips escapeds

o 22 Yarth 1945, We took fusl oil and sviation gasolino from a tanker, and re-
£illed ow cammition mguzines from an awwnition ships During this day, by
breaches buoy £ron @ dostroyer, the USS Haddax, ComCarDlv THRZE, Rear Aduiral
2,L, Sprague ard 6iaff, cuns aboard, filling for the firet tim, the nuserous
flag spaces aboand tie ohips Then, on 23 larch, wo began an intensive week of

blasting Oilnawe and adjoacont amll islanis to the west, in preparation for the
‘Ckinawo invasdon of Love Bay soan to come.

During this time, ow planes dostroyed or damaged airfields, rumays, and
bangars, coastel defense installations, barracks, stiops end redar stations,
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