miles off Kyushu on the Jqpeage myiakipin Ipectisecthy Japs had snooped our
approach duping the nights General Quarters was sounded ten minutes ahoad gfinyy
schedule, when GIG reported the approach of the first bogies, By the time all
gune were manned end ready, Jap flares, on parachutes, were dropring through
the solid overcast, The day's first strike, of 16 Corsairs, slated to go
egainst Kanoya Bast Airfield, was warming up engincs when Semningbtn gwners
got thelr first Will," A two-engined Betty flew in los over the screen, Several
shipe opened with five-inch guns, the guns of a crulser starting a snell spurt
of flane from one of the enemy plane’s enginos, The Jup, hit and losing altitids,
turned into ward our starboard quarter in an ebvious atterpt to crash-dive cur
decic, A1l starboard rachine guns which could train opened up with a muderou s
ru-,mu»mt.ym»m—m,mxmeua@mumm.gan

ball of orenge flame,

This day, and aghin the next day farther north.off the Xurq Neval Biss, the
“priue objsctive wes the Japenese ALr Force = in the air, on the ground, shere-
ever it could be found, Fifety-seven enemy planes were definitely ghot down or
were destroyed by strefting on the 18th and 19th of Mavch, whils andther 35 were
counted as damged by Air Group 82, Kxtensive ruln was spread among several

Jap Alr Centers. 0£f Jure, to damage a Yasato class battleship, the Bennington's
bombers and fightere went through the Neaviest anti-airoraft flak the Jap flset
and shore batterivs could throw up, On the 18th, bogiss were wound tie Task
Force all moming, Many wéve cplashed; a total of 8 kills by other ships were
reparted within tho Task Group, Our neighbor, the Homet, had several extremoly
close calls from culclors end divo-bosbers, The 1yth fo Narch will

aluays be remembered as the day the USS Franklin burned, We saw her smoke just
over the horison shortly after surise, Later, whon soversl of the last Sb2G
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