n 25 February the entire Force again struck at Tokyo, but this tine the weather
over the targot mrea was very bad, and the blg Bomber strikes ochodulsd Lor the
afternoon hud to be cancelleds The following day a strije plented for the air-
fiolds in the Nag: ka-Kobo areas were reined outy The ship then

beaded Loward the Nansoi Shotos, Thore, on 1 larch, our planes hit Okinswa,
Considorable medidn sised shipping was atiacked in the vicinity of Naps, and the
Jap smy ground installations were bosbed, socksted and strafeds Cne of our strikes
went @s far west as te Niyako Shims, Meanwhile our pilots photographed the
beachos at Oidnawa and the lslands of Koram Ketto in order to deteraine what
beaches oZfered the best invasion pointes

4 broad sumaary of the score run up by ALr Group 62 during the foregoing period
showss 19 Jap planes shor out of the airj 67 definitely destroyed on the groundy
20 gurface craft sunk and 22 damagedj mare than a dosen eirfiolds ware tozbed,
" hangars rocketed, and gunk enplacements blastedj these of the fislds belng
" vistad e second tim,

From 4 Yarch to 1 March 1945, the ship was agein anchored at Withi Atodl,
Our stay thic time wes the scene of tragedy when one night, whils we were in
the middle of o movie on the hangar deck, oup pleasure wus broken by a hurrded
Qs Hastening to our battle stations, we saw pillars of fire shooting into the
night not far avay from oup anchorage berth, In a few minutes we had the word
thet o Kenikaso had ancaked in low and ramed the fantail of the USS Randolph

causing death and dammge,

The Bennington headed nobth again on L, Merch, and the 18th fwm: found us again
playing left-end for the entire Force, clossst cerrier to land, and only 80




