o dage Lator, on 10 Felparyy, PORH Sy 9f-Epsk @omp 581 vo got untervay
for the firet carrier sttacks on the Tokyo area, When flight quabters and ;/uni
General (uarters were sowxied on the early moning of 16 February, we were about
20 milos off the Japuiose coust, and the weather was worse than uncomfortable.
It w0 biting cold, and the rain added to our disconfort, The temperaiure s
4T At 0630 the celling was ragged at 800 feets At 0810 ouwr first figiter
otriko Toported over the targets At OB12 Radio Tokyo want off the aire At
0825 vo vore advised that te States hed the word, The Bennington was the west~
ernmost wilt of the Task Group, thus making ours tho closest carrier to

Jap soil at all timses, The combdnation of surprize, andoarly and active
neutrali:ation of enomy alr flelds protected us fro any serious or @ffective
encay alr opposition, Bogles were in the alr sporedically, and during the murning
throe plaries wore sean to go down in flamos to the fire of our Comtat Alr Patwal
plones, vhich vere far out over the destroyers on the ploket line,

. No ship of Task Croup 58,1 fired a round of amunition that day or the next,
This lack of opposition was not shared by our attacking planes, The flak had
boen hoavy and accurate over Tokyo and Yokosukas He lost our firet plane to
enony action during these strikes,

Retdring frou Tokyo ares on 1 February, the Seaningtan's planes took part in
a pofitable picket-teat hunt, and, following our refusling oo 19 Fotruary,
wo £3ou continuous teach-head support strikes over the island of Iwo Jisma, whore
invasion landings webe already in progress, We malntelned constant alr covr
over the lalanfl, keoplng Jap planes off the backs of the Murines, and acting
a6 air bome artillery, on instant call for pin point bombing of block houses,
rocketdng of caves, and fire bombing strateglc points, n tho night of 22
Felwuary, otler Task Groups of our Force sustainod hoavy Xamlkaze attacks, bub
o guns of our ship remined colds
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