Jany extra planes as cargde The seven~day trip to Pearl Harbor wea blassed with
good weather, and was eV QR AR URTP Y (AR 15 ot prs arills end axer-
etoos which were cenducted in putting Finsl touches cn our war Toutine, We©
cloared the island of Oahu on schedule on 7 -Jenuary, and pasoed off Henolulu into

the narvow entry to Pearl liarbor, Ve morred ulonside Ford Island, HAS, Pearl
\

Hiarbor, one of our bow lines belng Bocured to the hulk of the old Battloship
"\ Uteh, lying whers shs was sunk by tho Japs on 7 Docesber 19L.

We opent, the next three weeks at Pearl, including a thres day practico pun for
gunery exercisos and air operations among the Hawaiian Islands, On 13 January,
while shifting berths at the Navy Yard, the USS Sarannc (AO 74) remed into owr
stern while pasoing, causing slight damage to the port side of our flight deck
overhang and gun aponsons, During mst of our stay at Fearl liasbor, the Alr

. Group was based ashore at NAS Kabalui, on the island of Ksui, The crew enjoyed
‘-nnxpm.iunxmn Doach, under the able directdon of Lte Jed. (Buddy)
Hassett, formber Big League ball player, and Recreation and Athletic Of€ice for
the Bemnington.

on 29 January, in & drisele of rain, we got undervay for ULithi in company with
the Carriers Saratoga (F), Bunker Eill, Randolph, Bellesu Wood, and the battle
crulser Alaska, Passing chose to Tvilk on night, enemy planes were reported
taidng off from that island, We manned our battle stations, but the raid never
naterializod,

On 1-2 February 1945, wo crossed the 180th meridian of longltude, at spprox=
imate lattituie 17-Wli, losing a day in the deal, Came 8 Pebruary and our hook
was down in Ulithi Island anchorage, It is bolioved that even our old-timers
wero awed by the sise of the fleot they saw anchorod there,
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