U. S. 5. BENNINGTON (CV 20)

K, Berth 19, Navy Yard, New York, and stood down East River and Upper Bay,
maldng the trip o the Hayonne drydock, We wore mored in US Drydock Nos 7,
Bayonne Annex, N.Y, Navy Yerd until the 2lst of Sepbember when we switched berths
at the Yard, On 2 Sepbember, e got underway again for Cravesend Hay, then
Hampton Roads, Lasbertts Point Deparming Grib, and NOB Norfolk and the Chesapeake

Day operations.

Adr Group 82 officially reported aboard for duty on 29 September 1944
On 2 October we landed our first aircraft; plane Ko, 97 of VF 82, piloted by
Comgander G.L. leap, Comander ALr Group 82, On that day also we launched

our fhrst plane in & free-run take-off, and had our first catapult take-off,

The shakedown schodule proscribed by Commnder Fleet Alr Norfolk was completed
without incident of delay, The soventeendays cpen b in the Gulf of Paris
provided alnost idoal oporating conditions for night and day air operatimns,
and gunnery 1505, The Alr Group ahigh degree of

and in general, compared most favorably with that reparted
by other carriers for the comparably shakedown phase, The cruise down the coest &g

mium and into the Caribbean was filleawith drills and exercises, the «ir operations
being paramount, During these operations, the shi 's compeny was treated to thékr
first eight of "gangbangs" - group attacks. On 19 Getober we lost our first

pilot when insign TeJ, Connors, A-V(N), USNR, in o Hellcat, crashed astern

of bbe ship after a strafing run on & towsd sled, Intensive search for his

body proved unsuccessful,



