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The USS Bennington (CV20), was named for the Battle of Benington,
Vermont, fought 16 August 1777, near Dennington, Vermont, Her keel was
laid at the Navy Yard, Brookyn, New York, on 15 December 1942, and whe was
Launched 26 February 1944. The Bemnington was the first of the so-called
"Egoex" class carrers to be build in the New York Navy Yard, She was also
the first to be built in drydock, rather than on wa,

that her launching wes accomplished by opening the dock gates.

, with the consequence

While the ship was under construction, and early in ¥ay, 1944, nucleus crews
assigned to the Bennington were assembled for an intensive pre-commissioning
training et the Naval Training Station, Newpot, Rhode Island, and at the US
Navy Yard, Brooklyn, N.Y. Specialized training was obtained on other ships
then on shakedown cruises, or a special school along the eastern seaboard,
During thes tims adlo, Air Group 82, designated as the ship's first Alr
Group, underwant strenuous training at Norfolk, Virginia.

August 6 found the entire ship's company, and the pilots of Air Group 82 who
f1low to New York for the occasion, on board at the dock in the Navy Yard,
The day was a pleasant ons, and the ceremony held on the flight deck most
color-ful, with the New York shyline serving as a background, Some 8,000
guests attended, The ship's chaplain apenod the ceremony with & prayer for
God's blessing on the ship and ler crew, Captain J,5, Sykes, USN, took

official commend of the ship,



