Air Group Reports Ready For Duty

It was o day o recard in the ship's histary
ol & bright clear morping sfien the ficetl plane
pme aut ol the lamding cirele, stesdiedl down in
he groove sstern snd made n perlect lamding.

In whot seemed an omazing short time the
ntire group had followed and become shipbore,
he Alr Growp Comensder made the Tirse lamfing,
uﬁtrillg the entire group to their new ship.
ith veteran-like precision each sguaildean in
urn filed into the landing eircle aml came
board, As sould hopgen pany more times, the
quadrons were led im by their commandera,

1t did net teke long for the Group to demons
trate itz eompetence, It reparted well trained,
zeellently equipped; ready for carrier duty.
he ship's coempany was bappy to have them, Their
rrival meant that all were now ready to go, end
he perlormance of the Grpup quickly desonstrated
hnt what is 1o be done will be well done,

Officers ared nircresmen of the Group in-
lueledd veterans of many enpogesents in the far-
lumg thesters of wor. Toe external eNperiences as
hey walked down the decks in flight gear, they
ere not unlike--pilots, poners, radiomen. Yot
ot uncomoon aecng them were those sho had re-
eived the Movy's highest decorations. dere and
liere were those who hod feptured in past big

wews sinries. dne squaildron oe wles hiecans
widely known for a spectacular sea reseue.

Anather cosmamder hod returned te his carrier in
the Hattle af Santa Crur te find it helpless, and
later hed londed an the ENTERPKISE, to contimoee
the struggle there and at Goadalegosal, Others
wha had flown corbat miasions by the dezen. Mamy
hael eome recently from months of flight training
Al gome had come up with years of experience
lirst os nircrewosen, then os pilots.

Pilota, sdninistrative officers, nircrowmen,
maehs and groap personnel did not teke long to
ghnkedown ol fit into wmembers of the teas. Soon
each ane, whether hanpar deck or flight deck,
Ship or Geoup, koew amd did his part ond oll =as
wnrking smsoothly as il it hod happened mony
times before.

The Air Group was absnrd. The Fighting teas
waa now complote and the BENNINGTON wos ready to
earey out its designed mission.

MITE: Fictures in this issue show varioos
activities of the Group nmed Lepartment on a8 [irst
line conrrier. Security limits the displeys smd
the type of pictures o8 well oz the written in-
farpation, Mames and pictures of all Group per-
amael which will identify thems nre prohibited by
fleet censorship regulntions.




