1t was loamod that the AOE e ol gank at 1350,
The Yamto was observed dead in the water at 1430, and minutes laler she wag WG
enveloped in an enormous explosion, and shortly therea.ter sank, Tho benningbbn

was slated for anothor rest, and during 1 - 9 Nay We ware again anchored at

Ulithd, for replenishmmnt, Loaving ULithi on lay 9, our "70 days® operations was
resused. Our planes flow up and down the Rydku Island chains with incroesing
ispunity, a8 Japanese oir attacks weakened, Botween 16 April and tbe conclusion

of the operation on 8 Jume, this ship participated in only one anti-aireraft

action, That one was spectacular however, At 0659 on the mornirg of 16 May, &
single-ongined plane was observed taguing slong bening three liellcats at &

distance of about 8 miles, approaching plans. At 12,000 yards the FéFs twrned on

the intruder and mde runs on him without success, By this tims, the "Tony® was about
1000 £eot high, coming in straight with no attempts at evasion, However, le was boring
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‘guns fnally opened up at 3500 yands, with most uiusual results, The second round
was evidently a diroct hit as 4 gas tank and his bosb erupted togethers

Saall pleces floated dom, coms onto the deck of the destroyers A week later

the CV-20 was subjocted to a unique combined attack. During juocck jmuxkx prectice

A firing, a TOD target @rone plane was hit by our gunfire, and in true Kankaze
fashion, crashed into the ship at the wter line, causing no casege, A 1ittls while
Later, the bon of the ship wes struck & snesk blow by & Wk (whals, medius), He vas
impaled for soveral hours, untdl the skippor hod & chance to back the ehip and dislodge
the carcaos, Naturally, after theoe events, the Bonnington felt that at last she

had reached combal maturityy

The ship'e staff was changing, Gn 15 May, our Executive Officer, Comire, Bels
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